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1 • REFERENCE. 

AF Fo= 105E, 22 .::anuary 1964, Control Number TAFB 64-1, 
62d Munitions Maintenance Squadron, Turner Air Force Base, Georgia. 

2 • PU?J>OSE. 

The pu~pcse o~ this Airmu:.itions Letter is to present 
a summary of a nuclear weapon accident and the procedures employed 
b;: EO!) personnel. 

3 • STJM!' .L". Y , 

a. Ge~er~l I~~crmation. 

i I .. ._ I 

,··:\'· 
( 1 ~ppr~xima tely 0140 hours, 1 3 January 

s E-:2:, ·.-~ :~. :;;o ~omos aooara, crashed while enroute 
~~resto·~~·er Air Fcrce Ease, Messacht:.~e-: ts to its home station, 
:·..:!'!ner Air Force Ease, Georgia. 

1964, 
from 

( 2: :':C.e c:-ash site was a thickly wooded area on the 
oide of Savage Motir:tain about 22 mileo :rom Cumbe:-land, }:arylana, 
a:1d about 3/ L. mile from the nearest road. The snow was nearly 
three feet :.ee:: e: the site a~d t:--.~ • ... er:pe::-ature was approximately 
C C.e5:-ees ?ahre~..:-.ei t. Eight more inc::es of snow fell on the 
wreckage after the crash (Figures 1 s.,-,d 2). 

(J) ?ot:C. weapons were located 75 feet apart in the 
immediate vicinit;: of the cr-ash site. :'he rear case sect:.ons haj 
::-eke,-, c:'~ both bo:n·:s and ha1 tee,-, coc.s·-'::led i:: E. :':;ol fire (?igure 
J:· 0 

1::~ ?or-,.;s.:-1 ~omb Conditiori. 

(1) The casic asse::J·:l·: cover plate had broken o;:;: 
and partially tur.:ed (Figure L.) , • 

(2~ 
thermal tatter:: a::~ 
the.!.r mo~;Ltings t:...:t. 

!he X-U:1i t was t:-cke:: of::; and one fast rise 
tct~ sequential ti~ers were torn loose from 
·.;ere still co;-,c.ected electrically (Figure 5). 
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La. DAIA 

{3) All honeycomb sections were torn away 
(Figures 6 and 7). 

(4) A crack approximately 3/4 of the circumference 
and a triangular bulge 8 inches across were found at the ce.nter of 
the basic assembly. 

(6j ~he safing switch position indicator was sheared 
cf~ at the tasic assemtly ski~ level. 

(-:-) :::e component ri::g had shifted about sever. 
degrees cour.terclockwise. 

c. A:t 3o~b Conditio~. 

( 1) All hc·:~eyco::nt se8tio::s except t!:e slee~:e a:.d 
o::e section approximately 3 feet by 3 feet were torn from the bomb. 
':he .3 fact by 3 foe-: sectio:: remai:-!ed attached to the right side 
(:'igure e: . 

(2) ~he entire !;cneyccrn·:. sleeve had. slipped seve!i. 
inches to tte rear and covered 75 p€r cer:t o!' the sa!'ir~g switcr .. 
pcsitic;: i~~icatcr. 

(3) :r.e sa;:"in;; switch was in the "SA:£: 11 position. 

(L) .ne basic assemtly cover plate was intact 
("ig"~re 9) and all i::terior co:npo~e:::s appeared to te u.~.damaged 
(rigure 1C·). 

d. Actio:: 'c;r Army EC: ~:::.its. 

(i) An=.:: :.SC:· G::i:s f:-om Fort :linton, Chio, and 
?c:-t Mea:Je, He.r::le.~d, \Jere :'irst tc arrive at the crash site. 
:'hey recor,:Joite:-e:: t::e scer:e and :no::itored with a 'I-290 with 
negative results. 

i iii!IL FliiffUTE? 5' T' 
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A. FAST RI 511: THBBIUL BATTERJ 
8. SEQUENTIAL TIIIER3 
C. OPI'ION SWITCH 
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e. Action by AF CBR Personnel. 

'' '' 

CBR personnel from the 8th Air Force and Turner 
Air Force Base, monitored for alpha, beta and gamma. No radiation 
\;as detected. 

f. Action by Air Force EOD Personnel. 

( 1 ) Disconnected all battery cables. 

( 2) Disconnected the tritium reservoir cables. 

(3) C)isconnected the Y.-Un:i t cacles O:! the aft com':. 

(L) Loosened the reser:cir gland m:t and tested 
:::o::- tritium. ~or:e •.;as detected. 

(5) Removed t~o detor:a~crs (detonating cord system) 
:::rem a fin of one bomb. "he detonators and fin belonging to the 
other bomb ~ere n,ot found. 

(6) F~moved t~o MLU-11/: cartridges from the cable 
ct::ter de·.·ice of the '::>cmb clip-in (Fig-..::-e ; ; ; • ':'he cable cutter 
for the other clip-in assembly could ~ot be located. 

(7) After careful examination of the bombs, consulta
tion ~ith other EOD personnel available, and consideration of all 
factors, it was decided that furthe:- disasse:n':ly was not warranted 
and that the weapons were safe for removal and transporting. 

g. Recovery Equipment and Procedures. 

(1) A D-6 Bulldozer was requ~red to clear a road 
J/4 mile from the cour.ty road to tte crash site. 

(2) A Michiga~. Model 125A Front-end Loader with an 
8-1/2 foot bucket was used to lift and transport the bombs to the 
county road. 

~?p·-· 
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(J) The bolsters for the bombs were used in order 
to take advantage of the thrust pin in securing the ~eapons. The 
bolsters had to be built up to compensate for the missing honey
comb. This was done with 2 Inch by 4 Inch lumber and mattresses. 

(4) Since the Loader had insufficient capacity 
to lift bomb and bolster together, the empty bolsters were 
attached to the bucket by chains and placed on a flat bed trailer, 

(5) The forw·ard ~eapon, which was cracked, was 
lifted using four chains e\·enly spaced on both sides of the crack. 
If the bomb separated during hoisting, both portions would be 
safely supported. · 

(6) The aft bomb was lifted by three evenly 
spaced chains attRched to the Loader bucket. 

(7) Load binder chains were used to secure the 
bomcs to the bolsters. 

(8) Load binder chains and wooden chocks were 
used to secure the bolsters to the trailer. 

. - ·-... 
h. Non-nuclear Munitions Recovery. 

(1) Approximately 1 ,2CC rounds of Caliber .5C API 
ammunition were recovered from the aircraft tail section which 
was found 1 .2 miles away in a nearly inaccessible area, A cargo 
net of heavy canvas and rope was made and the ammunition lifted 
out by helicopter. 

(2) Three MXU-4/A starter cartridges and one unfired 
initiator were located in the wreckage. 

(3) All recovered non-nuclear munitions were 
transported to Fort Eelvoir, Virginia for destruction by Army 
:C:CD units. 

i. Perso,:.el Participation. . 
(1) Lt Col R.D. Stonesifer, DS, 8th Air Force 

(2) ~ejor C. Kelwick, DM4E, 8th Air Force 
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(3) Capt \ol. Gobble, DML.E, 8th Air Force 

(4) Capt T. Turner, DML.E, SAC 

(5) Capt T.A. Feaster, 62MMS 
(6) MSgt Granger, 62MMS 

(7) TSgt Edsall, DM4E, 8th Air Force 
(8) A2c Holsombeck, Photographer, Turner A?E 

(9) Mr White, AEC 
(10) Mr Buckley, Sandia Corp 

FC;;. TEE COMMANDE"-

&~, . L~~4Y' L-~4~rs;~IOX 
?P';/vo~onel, USAf X 1 c;; per organbation authorized 

Commander Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
2705th Airmunitions \.ling Personnel possessing AFSC 1 s 

3211/3216 (ECD Qualified) 
3271B/3275E, 461X1 

2 Chief, =;reau ~eapons (RUME-3) 
1 Continental Army Command 
5 l'S• >J •• _:.~ ... ...:~ ~~ .. -~. ·• p· •i - ...... - ..... ...... ...,n.s -.... em'"' , . : ....... ~.-r~.; 1ca ..... :u:y 
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FC, UA3A 
1 • -~- PL- ("-"") S"' .c.. .... u ... v::>i"',v 

Explo Ord Displ Unit One (us::) 
Ballistics Systems Div (AFSC) 
5L2 Crd Det (USA) 
543 Ord Det (USA) 
546 Crd Det (USA) 
547 Crd Det (USA) 
542 Crd Det (USA) 
549 Ord Det (USA) 

1 176 Crd Det (USA) 
3 Sandia Corp 
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